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Your headline, with the exception of the word “transplantation,” is wrong.
Transplants are living tissue. But your story is completely correct. —Juliet Brown
Sorry, Juliet, we thought the headline was pretty straightforward, maybe a little
confusing. The skidding car incident that left three people dead in Queens
Sunday morning — and the ensuing political firestorm that has erupted — was
so shocking that at first it had us scratching our heads. Here was a mass
shooting at a traffic jam that took place on the same day the Senate’s debate
on immigration reform is slated to continue. That’s how we read the story
Sunday night. But as was the case with the immigrant nativity story that
surfaced, and with the protest of the Muslim community that erupted on the day
after the events of Sept. 11, 2001, we continue to learn more. And so, in the
wake of the Queens tragedy, we learn a whole lot about what we don’t know
and what might have happened. And we’re definitely learning that, in our rush
to make sense of a tragedy, we’re not necessarily reading the situation
accurately. We apologize to you Juliet and to all the New York taxpayers whose
rights are being trampled — and we’d be happy to print an update in the local
edition
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