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transporter gene associated with re-emerging affective disorders. Serotonin (5-HT) dysfunction has been
implicated in the development of affective disorders, and single-nucleotide polymorphism (SNP)
G/A-1438G>A in the serotonin transporter gene (5-HTT) is believed to correlate with the transcriptional
activity of the gene. In the current study, we investigated whether the occurrence of affective disorders is
affected by G/A-1438G>A and examined its interaction with other five SNPs in the 5-HTT gene in a
Korean population. A total of 229 Korean first-episode affective disorder patients and 153 age-, sex-, and
clinical status-matched healthy controls were genotyped. The occurrence of affective disorders was
examined in relation to the five SNPs, and the interaction of these SNPs on the occurrence of affective
disorders was assessed using haplotype-based logistic regression analysis. The 5-HTT genotype
frequencies were analyzed by both logistic and log-linear regression models to examine the risk of
affective disorders in relation to G/A-1438G>A. A genetic comparison using log-linear models with
multiple comparisons adjusted by the Bonferroni correction revealed that G/A-1438G>A was significantly
associated with affective disorders only in the cases (P=0.007). Haplotype-based analyses indicated that
the frequency of haplotype G/G was significantly lower among affective disorder cases, compared with
controls (PA polymorphism in the 5-HTT gene in a Korean population.
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