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even though the lip-bite was on my arm i did not experience any
immediate discomfort so i did not think much about it. consequently
after living it for so long the lip-bite has evoked a quick reaction in
me, which could be part of a reaction or an effect as a result of the
bite. of course my immediate reaction to a medical incident like this
is just as important as the medical examination and/or treatment as
a result of the incident. the point here is that we should take actions
promptly and/or continue to do so during the medical examination.
we should not sit still in one place just waiting for whatever happens
to occur and wait until it is too late. it was early in january 2012 and i
had just come home from a week at sea on board a u.s. navy aegis-
equipped guided missile destroyer. during a heavy storm winds of
about 80 miles per hour and waves up to 18 feet high were raising a
full skid of water over the ship. the movement of this water was
creating an arc and a crest of water about 12 feet high over the
crew’s heads in the forward part of the ship. this arc and crest were
whipping around and my head was in the middle of this arc. although
i was not using a ski-mask or a swimming mask this was the first time
that i had been in a shipwreck such as this one and the experience
was outside my experience. fortunately for me the crest of water that
i was in was not moving around to the point where i was swept away
but it was a bit cold and the spray from the crest of water hit me in
the eyes. so my eyes were immediately nearly swollen shut and i was
conscious that i had been hit on the eyes and that what seemed to
be a viral infection was beginning to attack them.
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