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welcome to your favorite social networking web site with open source script.
for at least the past few years, a number of "tribal" groupings have emerged

that largely will not allow anyone who is an insider--that is to say, anyone
with a degree of social or financial capital, a work education, or any other

"tribal" characteristic--to enter its ranks, including the ivy league, the
western academia, and, most often, the legal fraternity. this "tribalism" is
allowed to run rampant because no one seems to notice it. indeed, if you
were to venture into, for example, any law firm's dining room where non-

insiders are excluded, you would hardly ever notice if you were one. is this
tribalism malign? of course it is, but only a phd economist would bother

questioning it, because no one who doesn't have a phd in economics
questions such blind tribalism. after all, once you accept that people are
always operating in a "tribal" manner, it's easy to conclude that, sure,

people will always act in a "tribal" manner and, in fact, that's why they are
who they are, and you are what you are. in other words, you can't be a

socialist, but you can help others understand socialism. and you can't be an
immigration restrictionist, but you can help others understand the social and
economic effects of massive immigration. you can't be catholic, but you can
help others understand catholicism--as if the two were somehow connected,
when they are, in fact, quite opposite. in the case of the ivy league, it is true

that sports--football and basketball--are extremely important to these
campuses, but that is only one of many aspects of a college experience.
after all, academics is perhaps the most important aspect of a college

experience, and yet that is totally missing from the ivy league. to be sure,
there are probably some students on ivy league campuses who, perhaps,

enjoy the exclusivity of being the only "insider." but that would be an
anomaly, hardly worth arguing. and in any case, each ivy league school is,

after all, well known for its undergraduate academic output. and, in any
case, there is also the harsh reality that, in contrast to the ivy league
schools, which are, at the best, only the equivalent of a high school

education (or less), the "free-ride" aspect of the college education is missing
from the western academia and the legal fraternity. and this is a severe
problem, because the ivy league's "social" type of education--no doubt a
long list of "tribal" cues as to who is insider and who is not--has been so

successful that, now, it threatens to become more dominant than the purely
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academic aspect of the ivy league schools. moreover, perhaps because of its
sports addiction, the western academia and the legal fraternity are

particularly susceptible to tribalism. indeed, as noted, they, more so than
the ivy league, are guilty of operating by a "tribal" worldview that regards

the typical american as some sort of primitive savage. yet this sounds
bizarre: what, other than "primitive savagery," can there be to support such
a tribal perspective? as for the supreme court and the ftc, it is worth noting
that, no doubt, a few people who have attended ivy league schools seek out

such positions. but, again, is this a problem worth pursuing? these two
examples speak for themselves: a cultural or political perspective is present

in almost every society and almost every group of human beings.
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